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SHARING THE JOY OF LIVING
Rev. Hidesato Kita

ugust and September were especially hectic months for me, both in

my official duties as Higashi Hongwanji Hawaii District minister and my
personal life. Between my responsibilities for organizing a statewide district
meeting and making preparations for a Hawaii District Hoonko gathering and
service and arrival of our associate abbot from Japan, | was making trips back
and forth between Hawaii and Japan and Los Angeles, too. At times | had to
stop to think about where | actually was!

I had gone back to Japan in August to help my home temple with Obon
for five days. Three days after returning to Hawaii, |
received the news that my grandmother had passed
away. It seemed impossible, because | had just been
with her and she was fine! When | returned to Japan to
attend my grandmother’s funeral service and saw her
body in the temple, | finally realized that it was true.
Grandmother had passed away.

Because | am a minister, | am comfortable talking
about death. So, | would like to share my feelings about
my grandmother’s funeral with you.

As | viewed her body, many memories came to me.
When | was child, my grandmother took me out to eat
and we'd go shopping together. She visited me in Kyoto when | entered the
Honzan, in Oita when | was a university student and many other times. She
loved any excuse to travel. She even came to see me last May in Hawaii. That
was her last overseas trip.

For me, | can honestly say that | only made one special trip just to see my
grandmother. That trip was for her funeral.

When | last saw my grandmother, | was very busy with my temple’s Obon
services. | told my grandmother that | would see her again in October when
| returned for our Hoonko observance. | always assumed she would have a
“tomorrow.” Then, Rennyo’s letter, “On White Ashes” came to mind:

“When we deeply meditate on the transient nature of this world, we realize
with sorrow that life is fleeting. It is like an illusion from beginning to end. Thus
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SHARING THE JOY OF LIVING (contdfromp. 1)

we do not hear of anyone living ten thousand years.
Life passes quickly. Who among us can live a hundred
years? Will | die first, or will my neighbor? Will it be today,
or will it be tomorrow? We do not know. The people we
leave behind and the people who go before us, are more
numerous than dewdrops that rest briefly on leaves
and branches. Hence, | may have a radiant face in the
morning, but in the evening, become no more than
white ashes. With the coming wind of impermanence,
these eyes will eventually close, and this breath will be
forever still. This radiant face will drain of life, its vibrant
glow will disappear. Family and friends may gather and
grieve broken-heartedly, but to no avail. Nothing can
be done, except to take this once familiar form to an
outlying field. There, in the midnight smoke, it vanishes,
and nothing is left but white ashes. How pitifully sad.

Impermanence in this world creates a condition of
uncertainty for young and old alike. Therefore, let us
immediately take to heart the true nature of this world,
and from here after live a life of deep reflection guided by
the words Namu Amida Butsu.

Respectfully,

| understand these words a little better now, but not
completely. | understand that | don’t understand. I still
think I will always have a “tomorrow,” which means that
I am not accepting death. These are just my feelings. My
grandmother was old and I'm still young. But sometimes
death does not recognize age.

In today’s world, some families do not have traditional
funeral services. My grandmother’s very traditional
Buddhist funeral helped me to realize that she really had
passed away. A funeral service is not only for the person
who died. It is for the living, too. The person who died
teaches us that we all will die someday.

Shinran Shonin said, “Of those who encounter the
power of the Primal Vow, not one passes by in vain."We
chant this quote at every funeral. Again, the funeral and
chanting are for the living, as well as the dead. | received
this teaching from my grandmother and her funeral. It is,
at the same time, very simple and yet very difficult. The
funeral is sad. But from the service of the one who passed
away, we learn the Dharma and share the joy of living.

October 5 was the date of my grandmother’s 49-day
service. By coincidence, that was the date of the Hoonko
service at my home temple. Grandmother was calling me
home for this most important service and for her special
service. While this was only my feeling, | felt it strongly.

Perhaps you attended Hoonko services at the Betsuin or
Kaneohe temple recently. If you're on the Big Island, I'd like
to encourage you to attend the Hoonko service at our Hilo
temple on Nov. 3, and back on Oahu, at Palolo Hongwanji
on Nov. 18. Both of these events will be an opportunity to
share the joy of living.

Hope to see you at the service!

Gasshou,
Hidesato Kita
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Harmony of Japan: Traditional
kabuki dance meets folk music
An appreciative audience of
temple members and guests were
treated to a non-traditional medley
of traditional Japanese dance by
Takamasa Fujima’s Harmony of
Japan troupe on Sunday, Oct 21 at
Otani Center as part of the 150th
Gannenmono Celebration.
Fujima-sensei, a personal friend
of Betsuin member Kei Tsuji, fused
together classical Japanese dance
with folk, enka and pop melodies

Above: Anju Madoka was an audience
favorite with her deft minyé performance.
Below: Harmony of Japan students dance
to “Sakura, Sakura.” Takamasa Fujima also
held dance performances and workshops
at the Otani Center for us in 2014 and 2016.

for a uniquely entertaining showing.
Fujima’s Harmony of Japan non-profit
corporation, supported by The Japan
Foundation and Agency for Cultural
Affairs, Government of Japan, has held
dance performances and workshops in
France, Russia, Lithuania and Hawaii.
Nagauta shamisen artist Anju
Madoka demonstated her skill with a
virtuoso performance singing minyo,
Hole Hole Bushi and pop song Sukiyaki.
Fujima-sensei and his Harmony
of Japan ensemble also performed
at Orvis Auditorium on Oct. 24 with
the Hawaii Gagaku Society. Betsuin
Rinban Kenjun Kawawata and Rev.
Koen Kikuchi, both accomplished
gagaku musicians, were also part of
the Orvis public performance.

Share, chat, listen and learn at our
99 Lunch Bunch & Tea Time sessions
The chirashi bowl was the most
popular lunch du jour at October’s 99

Lunch Bunch session. And Tea Time
was a refined bowl of matcha served
with some omiyage confections.
Wondering what's in store for us at
our November activity...
Coming up:
99 Lunch Bunch, Mon,, Nov.12,12pm
Moanalua 99 Food Court
TeaTime, Thu,, Nov. 15,7 pm
Higashi Hongwaniji Betsuin
1685 Alaneo Street
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demy Award"-Winning Director OF The Last

Little Buddha is November movie

At our recent Hawaii District
Hoonko Gathering, Rev. Peter Hata
showed us clips from the 1994
Italian-French-British drama film,
Little Buddha, with Keanu Reeves as
Prince Siddharta to spice up his “Let
Us Discover the Joy Living” lecture.
For November’s movie night, we're
showing you the whole movie.

Lama Norbu comes to Seattle
in search of the reincarnation of his
dead teacher, Lama Dorje. His search
leads him to young Jesse Conrad,
Raju, a waif from Kathmandu, and
an upper class Indian girl. Together,
they journey to Bhutan where the
three children must undergo a test to
prove which is the true reincarnation.

The life story of Prince Siddharta,
later known as the Buddha, is told by
reading from a book over the course
of the movie, The story traces his
spiritual journey from ignorance to
true enlightenment.

Directed by Bernardo Bertolucci.
Soundtrack was entirely composed
by Japanese pianist and composer,
Ryuichi Sakamoto.

Showtime: 6:30 pm, Tuesday,

Nov. 27, 123 min. Color. Language:
English. Free admission. Light
refreshments, or bring to share!




y #1, all-time favorite month

of the year? Hands-down,
November! What'’s not to love about
November? The cooling breezes
all but erase memories of suffering
through the harrowing heat,
humidity and hurricane near-misses
of the past few months.

For sports fans, football fever is
right at the season’s halftime and
dominating the television airwaves.
Meanwhile NCAA basketball tips
off this month and diehard fans are
already looking forward to filling out
their March Madness brackets.

Shoppers are chomping at the bit
to snatch up Black Friday bargains
and Cyber Monday deals this month.

And holidays! Everybody loves
holidays, and November rules, with
the most...three this year! Sometimes
General Election Day and Veterans
Day fall in the same week for even
greater joy! Then later in the month,
there’s a whole day devoted to giving
thanks, plus feasting on roast turkey
and all the familiar trimmings, such
as lup cheong stuffing, ahi limu
poke Okinawan sweet potatoes and

macaroni salad! Lucky you live Hawaii!
Oh, and let's not forget November is
National Peanut Butter Lovers'Month.

For me, November is special
because it's when | celebrate my
birthday, and it’s also my favorite
month to be in Japan, with ideal
weather for traveling. If it’s not
too deep into November, chances
are there will be clear skies, mild
temperatures and very little rainfall,
and you can enjoy viewing autumn
leaves in their full pallette of
glorious colors. Japan in November
is truly awesome!

In fact, there’s only one year in the
past 15 years that | wasn't in Japan in
November. This year is no different. A
group of 19 of us will be traveling on a
satogaeri trip, a return to our ancestral
homeland in the former district of
Takata-gun (now known as Akitakata-
shi) in Hiroshima. We bring flowers and
offer incense at our family gravesites
and thank our ancestors for the gift of
life. The feeling of interconnectedness
becomes very apparent as we tread
the same land our ancestors did for

generations before us.

November photo ofautumn leaves on the grounds of the Shlnran Shonin Mausoleum in

Higashiyama, Kyoto, during a Hoonko Hoshidan trip. Our J6dé Shinsha denomination
founder’s date of death coincides with what is considered by many to be the most
beautiful time of year to be in Kyoto. Note: Readers of the print version of Wa can switch
to the email version in full color at betsuin@hhbt-hi.org or view at betsuin.hhbt-hi.org.
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With the assistance of local
officials, we try to help reestablish
ties for those in our group who may
still have relatives in the area.

Our group will first visit Kyoto and
take advantage of the JR Sany6-San’in
Area Pass to explore the Japan Sea
coast region by train, including the
sand dunes in Tottori and the inner
sanctum of Izumo Grand Shrine.

We hope that remote Tsuwano
will reward us with Instagram-worthy
shots of autumn leaves in their vividly
stunning hues, but if not, that’s OK, as
the quaint castle town is picturesque
enough in its own right. Then we board
an early Showa-era soot-spewing
steam locomotive for a two-hour ride
to Shin-Yamaguchi and transfer to a
shinkansen bullet train to Hiroshima.

The Bunka no Hi holiday, observed
on Nowv. 3, is another cool November
bonus. Many places throughout
Japan hold festivals on the Culture
Day holiday, such as the huge Karatsu
Kunchi in Saga and Hiroshima’s
Betcha Matsuri in Onomichi and Otori
Matsuri in Jinseki-gun.

By the way, new and/or exciting
places to see in Japan is among the
favorite topics brought up at our 99
Lunch Bunch get-togethers every 2nd
Monday of the month at Moanalua 99
Food Court. At these chat sessions, we
pick up lunch at one of the wide variety
of plate lunch/ethnic food stalls and
gather around a table on the Watanabe
Bakery side of the food court. We talk
about our favorite things, ask questions
and hope someone can help. Miss the
last episode of a drama series? More
than likely someone will be able to tell
you how it ended!

What is your favorite month?
Share your thoughts in a submission
to Wa, or at our 99 Lunch Bunch or
evening Tea Time discussions at the
Betsuin. We'd love to hear from you!

— Ken Saiki
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

NOVEMBER DECEMBER
11/4 Sun 10am Shotsuki service 12/2 Sun 9am  HBCBodhi Day service
11/5 Mon 10am Betsuin study class Higashi Hongwaniji Betsuin
Fukuhara conference room 12/3 Mon 10am Betsuin study class
11/11 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school 12/9 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school
11/11 Sun 12 pm Betsuin board meeting 12/9 Sun 12pm Omigaki polishing of altar accessories
Fukuhara conference room Fukuhara conference room
11/12 Mon 12 pm 99 Lunch Bunch chat session 12/10 Mon 12 pm 99 Lunch Bunch chat session
Moanalua 99 Food Court 12/11 Tue 3 pm  Ukulele class/band practice
11/13 Tue 3 pm  Ukulele class/band practice 12/15 Sat 10am MAP class
Fukuhara C(?nference room _ 12/16 Sun 10am Shotsuki service
11/15 Thu 7 pm .I!-ﬁzk,Jf:::: ;(I)ffg:rennacledrlglc?r%ue session 12/16 Sun 12 pm Betsuin board m?eting
12/16 Sun 12 pm Art of Paper Folding class
11/17 Sat  10am MAP class Otani Center

Fukuhara conference room

12/17 Mon 10 Betsuin study cl
11/18 Sun 10am Palolo Hoonko service / on am  Betsuin stucy class

(No service at Betsuin) 12/18 Tue 3 pm  0-ko: Dharma discussion at Betsuin
11/19 Mon 10am  Betsuin study class 12/20 Thu 7pm  Tea Time - informal dialogue session
Fukuhara conference room 12/23 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school

11/20 Tue 3pm  O-ké: Dharma discussion at Kaneohe 12/23 Sun  11:30am Ehime Maru Memorial cleaning

11/25 Sun 10am Sunday service/Sunday school 12728 Fii 10 Eal.(aako \;\/;Eerfront Park PC:HUCk,lunCh
11/27 Tue 3 pm  Ukulele class/band practice " am inran shonin memorial service

Fukuhara conference room 12/29 Sat 9am  0Oosoji - year-end temple cleaning

11/27 Tue 6:30 pm Movie night: Little Buddha (1994) 12/30 Sun 9am  Mochitsuki - mochi pounding
Fukuhara conference room 12/31 Mon 5:30 pm Year-end service - Joya-e
11/28 Wed 10 am Shinran Shonin memorial service Bell-tolling 108 times/toshi-koshi soba

Everyone is welcome to join the morning chanting held at 7 am daily (except on Sundays & the 28th day of the month) in the Betsuin main hall.



