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Rinban Kenjun Kawawata

his month is the month of Ho-on-ko. As you know, Ho-on-ko is a
= Mmemorial service for our founder, Shinran Shonin, who died on Nov.
28, 1226, in Kyoto, Japan. Ho-on-ko is time for us to come to sit in front of
our teacher, Shinran Shonin, and listen earnestly to his teachings and re-
examine our lives according to his words and his life.

Through the teaching of Shinran Shonin and Buddha dharma,!we
out and see truth and true life. Ho-on-ko is the time to re-examine what we
really depend on in our everyday lives.

Nowadays, computers and the Internet have beco
necessities in our daily lives. | could say anywhere we (
we embrace IT, or information technologies.

The other day, on my day'e my family and | went
to the beach. For directions to get to the beach | used
GPS, which is IT. After that we went shopping and whe
we were making our purchases, the cashier used an
electronic cash register, which is IT. | was asked, OWo
you like your receipt printed or sent by email?0 Imaging Rinban Ken Kawawata
| can have my receipt sent to my email instead of getting
an old-fashioned paper receipt. How IT is that?

After shopping, my son wanted to eat sushi, and we went tkagten-
sushiplace where the sushi goes around on a conveyer belt. There, you cal
order your sushi using a touch-screen tablet. And your sushi is automatical
delivered to you by a miniature bullet express train. All courtesy of IT.

There you can eat sushi at a reasonable price and it is very easy to get to. The
probably why many young people and families go there. While waiting to be
seated, some people were talking with family members and companions. Mar

; others were using their smartphones to
play games, check and send messages
or search for information.

When | see people constantly using
their smartphones, | really wonder, is it
OK to use them all the time like that?

At Starbucks many customers use
a mobile device or laptop computer
while seated at a table. People may
be sitting together, but theyOre not
talking. Some young people say, OOh,
| weOre talking through text messages 0
' | was shocked to hear that! DonOt they
use their voices anymore? They may
not say, Ol love you.O ThatOs their life.
They canOt think about living without a
smartphone or computer. Not being in
the same generation, | have to ask, Ols
that their normal life?0

Sometimes, however, | feel | myself
am su' ering from IT addiction. | have
an urge to open my email and want
see the latest news from Japan. |
really depend on information from
the Internet. Having a cellular phone
is just like having a chain and a collar.
Everywhere you go, somebody is
holding your chain. In my case, my

(contOd on p. 2)

Empty Existence
More than 40% say they'd feel anxious
("like part of me is missing’) if they
didn't have their smartphone.

46% say they text, email and check
social media while dining with family
and friends.

Base |

Safety in Numbers
29% say they check their smartphone
so frequently that they lose count of
how often they check it.

Base [t



I"H$HI%%E& ()% (*#$+,  (contOd from p. 1) confuse what is OrealO and what is Otrue.O
wife and my work are holding my leash and are always  So | think that sometimes we need to turrf aur

watchmg me and have control of my life. smartphones, have some quiet time just for ourselves
We embrace  and get away from IT addiction. | also think that we
information need to go back to the dharma, and see our own lives
technologies such ~ and this world from dharma eyes. B
as the Internet. No So on this occasion of Ho-on-ko, letOs all listen to

matter where we Shinran ShoninOs teaching and re-examine our way of
are, we can get any life. I hope youOll find some time and be able to join us

40% spend more time “visiting”online . . . .

wih flendsthandoingsoinperson. ~ KiNd of information.  for our Ho-on-ko Gathering on Nov. 14 and Ho-on-ko

| often feel that Service on Nov. 15.
Base there is too much Thank you in gassho,
Source: Baselinemag. coinformation and we Kenjun Kawawata

Little Differences: U.S. & Japan - Thanksgiving

1 s we look forward to a traditional turkey dinner on 23 being set as the#cial date for the event during
Thanksgiving Day, the 4th Thursday in November, Emperor MeijiOs reign.

did you know that Thanksgiving is also a national Following the cessation of hostilities in World War |l,
holiday in Japan, although celebrated on November 23Zhanges to JapanOs constitution guaranteed fundamental
OHey, wait a minute. How can that be?0O you may human rights and greatly expanded rights of workers.

be wondering. DidnOt Mrs. Peterson at Lincoln School The November 23 harvest celebration became Labor
tell us the story of how Thanksgiving began, when Thankgiving Day holiday in appreciation of the

the Pilgrim settlers and the original American Indian  contributions of labor and an expression of gratitude
inhabitants decided to bury the hatchet, so to speak, for everyoneOs cooperative hard work and productivity.
and celebrated the bountiful harvest together with a ~ Now only the Imperial family celebratesinamesaias a

big outdoor feast? private ceremony.

| remember the textbook with colorful illustrations It wasnOt too long ago when people in Japan wanting
of Pilgrims, with tall black hats adorned with a silly  to celebrate Thanksgiving the traditional American way
belt buckle, mingling with body-painted Indians had a d# cult time locating a turkey to roast. Turkey meat
gathered around the tableNyes, half-naked braves doesnOt appear very often in Japanese dishes.
in mid-November...in New England, yet!Nsharing in Today, with the proliferation of Costco superstores and

a feast of turkey and all the trimmings, cranberries, large supermarket chaing,nding a bird is not so much
yams, pumpkin pie and umm, green bean casserole? a problem any more, at least not in major metropolitan

Did JapanOs Thanksgiving have a similar beginningareas. The bigger problem perhaps is having an oven large
with Puritans landing at someplace like OToyota RockO€nough, as an OovenO in most Japanese homes is a toaster

Well, it turns out that Japan didnOt have very many oven Qoven tosutap@r a multi-function microwave oven
Pilgrims as settlers, or half-naked Native Americans or (Odenchi rennjj@vhich you switch b the microwave
even turkeys, for that matter. function and use the OovenO mode.

JapanOs November 23 Thanksgiving Day is actually =~ Whether you celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday
LaborThanksgiving Day, oKinro Kansha no Hi.has its Japanese style or the American way, itOs really about the
roots in an ancient ritual calletllinamesaipr Harvest same thing. At this time of year, we express our gratitude
Festival. In days of yore, the Emperor would for the generous bounty we receive from
make the seasonOsst 0" ering of freshly nature and work done
harvested rice to the gods well by the people
and then have some all around us. We are
himself. The ritualOs all interconnected,
origin is believed to go mutually interdependent
back some 2,000 years, beings who rely on
when the Japanese first each other...in the past,
learned the technique present and future.

of rice cultivation. So hereOs
The festival  \gamae " wishing you a

was celebrated Happy Thanksgiving

throughout Japan, holiday!

with November N Ken Saiki
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New minister Rev. Koen Kikuchi, center, was greeted by members

New Betsuin minister assigned to China and settle as a Buddhist
A warm welcome goes out to our teacher. One bright morning,

new resident minister, Rev. Koen enlightened, Zenji returns to Japan

Kikuchi, who arrived in Hawaiiion  as a devoted evangelist of a new

Betsuin Wireless

Omigaki help needed Nov. 8

As you know, the Ho-on-ko
memorial service of Shinran Shonin
is one of the most important
observances we hold each year.

WeOd like to see dusndoaltar
implements at their gleaming best
for our Ho-on-ko gathering on
Saturday Nov. 14 and our Betsuin
Ho-on-ko service the following day.

WeOre seeking your kokua in
polishing the various altar decorations
following refreshments after Sunday
service on Nov. 8.

Whatever time you can contribute
is much appreciated. WeOll supply the
latex gloves, polishing compound
and.clpths, while you give us a hand

atthe Betsuin right after his afivala it of elbow grease.

Groupomigakiis actually fun!

Saiki receives JASH Bridge Award
Betsuin board member Ken Saiki

oA : .

;A Oct. 14 to take over the duties of ~ Soto school of Buddhism. However, Was presented with the 2015 Bridge

o Rev. Makoto Honda, who returned to this Onew® form of Buddhism was nof\ward by the Japan-America Society
.| Japan last December. accepted in all communitiesNote; ~ Of Hawaii (JASH) on Sept. 24 at its

#D A native of Akita prefecture, Rev. The new Jodo Shinshu sect faced simififfhual recognition dinner at the

Kikuchi polished his English-speaking suppression during this period.) Hilton Hawaiian Village.
' skills during a year in Malta, a former  Besides being a serioligm on ~ Saiki was recognized for hi$ erts
ANOO8' | British Commonwealth island nation Buddhism, this 2009 release is a in coordinating weekly maintenance of

in the Mediterranean. cinematographic delight, starring noted
Rev. Kikuchi is an avid sportsman,kabuki actor, Kantarou Nakamura,

and especially enjoys playing soccer, with co-star Yuki Uchidalhe Japan

baseball and basketball. He also playsTimesrated the moviex**$.

the sho,a bamboo wind instrument

used ingagakucourt music. 127 min. Free admission. Bring your
(L R U J Heand his wife, Mai, have three own popcorn or feel free to share the

children, son Ren (6) and daughters light refreshments provided.

Kokoro (3) and Hana (2).

WeOll have an expanded feature '(3@®R (-:O a3 1i ©o¢
story on Rev. Kikuchi and his family in IR CAZ Qoo
an upcoming issue of Wa, so you can , o Vi)v . P

<
learn more about them. E<-hia C-3j. 3

Meanwhile, be sure to drop by the

temple sometime soon and share +:?W @ %2q ! _J B
your aloha and good wishes with ;* %%;TJ'JJ_ J 'g '0'/0 )
Rev. Kikuchi and his family. £383% B3s.42- A-
November’s movie feature: Zen a& Q<? % # * 1Qé

3 B BB B B 8B B8 8HEE BRIS" Ji.7- 1 H J*-§
Zenji (1200-1253)Na contemporary O-d:*k? R)A-A*f6*
of Shinran Shonin (1173-1262)N ‘E»A NKO@J .
was an important philosopher e IA ©O®A SJ
during the Kamakura period. After TA ©IN TA % OL
his mother died, he decidedtomove | | EAI®

the Ehime Maru Memorial for the past
13 years and helping to foster better
relations between the U.S. and Japan
in the aftermath of the collision between

Showtime: 6:30 pm, Tues., Nov. 23 @ U.S. submarine and tHesheries

training vessel Ehime Maru in 2001.
The accident resulted in the deaths
of nine aboard the Japanese ship.
Higashi Hongwaniji volunteers
have been cleaning the memorial at
Kakaako Waterfront Park twice a year
for the past several years as a way to
give back to the community we serve}

[ —

Ken & Kumiko Saiki ( ) are conz?ratulated by
Gov. and Mrs. Ige at the Sept. 24 JASH banqt
which was attended by more than 450 guests.
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Shinran Shonin 750th Memorial
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NOVEMBER 2015

10 am H! -on-k! service at Palolo temple
(no service at Betsuin)

10 am Sh tsuki memorial service/Sunday school
(Rinban Kawawata)

12 pm Omigaki - Polishing altar implements

3 pm Ukulele practice

7 pm ABCs of Buddhism study class

led by Rinban Kawawata in English

Ho-on-ko gathering

followed by dinner and evening service

10 am H! -on-k! service at Betsuin

7 pm O-k! : Dharma discussion at Kaneohe

10 am What on Earth Is Namuamidabutsu?
led by Rev. Frank Childs

10 am Sunday service

12 pm Betsuin board meeting

12 pm Art of Paper Crafting class

11/1 Sun

11/8 Sun

11/8 Sun
11/10 Tue

11/12 Thu

11/14 Sat 1 pm

11/15 Sun
11/17 Tue
11/21 Sat

11/22 Sun
11/22 Sun

11/22 Sun
] ] 1

11/24 Tue

3 pm Ukulele practice
11/24 Tue 6:30 priviovie night: Zen  (2009)
11/28 Sat 10 am Onicchu Shinran Shonin service

11/29 Sun

11/29 Sun
! ! !

10 am Sunday service
12 pm Basic Buddhism study class

led by Jeanne Kawawata at Otani Center

led by Rinban Kawawata in Japanese
Everyone is welcome to join in on our sutra chanting at 7 am daily (except Sundays & 28th day of the month) in the Betsuin m|

DECEMBER 2015
10m HBC Bodhi Day service Honpa Hongwanii
(no service at Betsuin)
3 pm Ukulele class/band practice
7 pm ABCs of Buddhism study class
led by Rinban Kawawata in English
10 am What on Earth Is Namuamidabutsu?
led by Rev. Frank Childs
12/13 Sun 10m@ Betsuin Bodhi Day service
12/13 Sun 12 pm Basic Buddhism study class
led by Rinban Kawawata in Japanese
12/13 Sun 12m Art of Paper Crafting class
12/15 Tue 7 pm O-k!: Dharma discussion at Betsuin

12/20 Sun 10m Sh tsuki memorial service &
Sunday school

12 pm Betsuin board meeting
3 pm Ukulele class/band practice
6:30 priviovie night: Still Walking(2008)

12/6 Sun

12/8 Tue
12/10 Thu

12/12 Sat

12/20 Sun
12/22 Tue
12/22 Tue

12/28 Sat 9 am Annual temple cleaning (
Ehime Maru Memorial cleaning

12/27 Sun 8 am Mochi-pounding (no Sunday service)
12/28 Mon 10 am Shinran Shl nin memorial service
12/31 Thu 5pm  Year-end service(Joya-e)
Toshi-koshi sobserved after service
10am New Year service Shusho-¢9
Ozoniserved after service

/1 Fri

ain hall.




